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From the Evangelist. 


Psaum Ixxxiv. 11.+—For the Lord 
God is a sun and shield; the Lord 
will give grace and glory; no 
good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly. 

[Concluded from page 398.] 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If God has promised the 
tighteous that he will give them 
any thing and every thing, which 
he knows will be for their good ; 
then they have a right to pray for 
any thing and every thing which 
they have a right to desire. They 
have a right to desire any thing, 
which will be for the glory of God 
and their own good to enjoy. But 
they have no right to desire any 


thing else. They do not know be- 
fore hand, what is best for them to 
do, or enjoy, but God always knows 
what is most for his glory and 
their good, to do, or enjoy. ‘They 
ought to desire what he desires 
and to pray for what he desires, 
and nothing else. David had a 
right to desire to build the temple, 
and to pray that God would assist 
and succeed him in building. ijt, 
before Nathan informed him, that 
God had assigned that great and 
good work to Solomon, his son; 
and after that he had no right to 
desire and pray that God would 
employ him im that service. Paul 
and Barnabas desired and intended 
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to go into Asia to preach the gos- 
pel, but the spirit forbade them, 
and directed them to go into Mac- 
edonia. Good men often desire 
and pray for many things, which 
they think will be for the glory of 
God and their own good and the 
good of others; but if they pray 
aright, they pray with unreserved 
submission to the divine will.— 
They have no right to desire or 
expect, that God will bestow any 
temporal, or spiritual blessings 


upon them, which he knows will 
not be for his glory and their good. 


But as he has promised to bestow 
all the temporal and spiritual bles- 
sings upon them which he knows 
will be for their good. so they have 
a right to pray, tn faith, that he 
will bestow upon them all such 
temporal and spiritual favours.— 
Their faith and prayers ought to 
be founded on his promises, and 
perfectly correspondent to them. 
Their faith ought to be without 
wavering, because his promises are 
immutable. If they pray for health, 
they ought to pray im faith; or if 
they pray for the continuance of 
life, they ought to pray in faith ; 
or if they pray for wisdom, 
they ought to pray in faith; or 
if they pray for patience, they 
ought to pray in faith But 
as they do not know that it is 
most for the glory of God, and their 
own future and eternal good, that 
their health should be restored ; or 
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that their lives should be prolong- 
ed; or that they should have that 
wisdom which they lack ; or that 
patience which is desirable; so 
they ought to pray with submission 
to God, and in faith that he will 
grant or deny their requests, ac- 
cording to his own superior wis- 
dom, and goodness, and purpose, 
and promise. For such a faith 
they have a firm and solid founda- 
tion; but for no other faith in the 
promises of God. He has never 
promised to give them ahy thing, 
however much they desire it, 
which he knows will not redound 
to his own glory, and to their high- 
est good. He has as_ expressly 
promised to guard them against 
every evil, as to bestow upon them 
every good. And whenever they 
properly pray in faith, they pray in 
aith, thét he will deny them every 
thing, which he knows is not best 
for them. This is the true Bible 
doctrine of the prayer of faith, and 


agreeable to the whole current of 
scripture, tho’ some have thought 


that they have found particular 
passages that speak a different lan- 
guage. 

2. It appears from what has been 
said concerning the knowledge of 
God andthe true meaning of his 
promises, that there is no founda- 
tion for the opinion, which some 
of late have imbibed and presumed 
to maintain, respecting the Prayer 
of Faith. That I may not misrep- 
resent their opinion, I will state it 
in their own words. The serious 
advocate for the prayer of faith 
expressly says what he means by it 
is, ‘A confident, urdoubting expec- 
tation of obtaining the thing pray- 
ed for.’ He acknowledges, how- 
ever, that this prayer of faith has 
its limitations, which may be com- 
prised in this: “the things prayed 
for must be things promised.” He 
allows it is our duty to pray for 
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success in business, ahd every law- 
ful undertaking ; for the continu: 
ance of life, health, reason; and 
for our own and our friends’ recov- 
ery from sickness; and to pray for 
these things with stebmission, be- 
eause they are not promised. But 
itappears from what has been said 
in this discourse, that there is no 
ground for this distinction be 
tween things promised and not 
promised. "very thing which God 
sees to be good for his people, he 
has promised to give them. If any 
of them ask for the continuance 
of health ; ifhe knows it to be best 
for them, he has promised to con- 
tinue it. If any of them ask for 
the continuance of life; ifhe knows 
it to be best for them, he has prom- 
ised tocontinue it. If any of them 
wsk for the continuance of teason ; if 
he knows it to be best for them, he 
has promised to continue it. Just 
so, if any of his people ask for the 
continuance of his Holy Spirit ; if 
he knows it is best for them, he 
has promised to give it; or if they 
ask for wisdom, or any spiritual 
blessing ; if he knows it to be best 
for them, he has’ promised to give 
it. He has made precisely the 
same promises in respect to tempo- 
al, as in respect to spiritual fa- 
vours. Christians may pray in 
faith for the health of the body, as 
well as for the liealth of the soul ; 
but they ought to pray with sub- 
mission im respect to beth. For 
they have no right to expect that 
he will grant either, unless he 
knows it will be for their good and 
his glory. ‘The apostles and those 
who possessed miraculous powers 
hada right to pray in faith, that 
the very miracle they prayed fot 
should be wrought ; for God prom- 
ised to grant this favour upon the 
sole ground of their peculiar faith 
But he has made no such promise 
to believers at the present day. | 


Saeko ee ae 


— 





Lh Oe EDS Reh Hehe WER Fe 2 


Serio 


is impossible to point out the false 
notion of the prayer of faith, and 
the faith of miracles. He that has 
attempted it has certainly failed, 
and so must any one who attempts 
it. It is the same as saying, that 
believing a thing to be true, will 
make it true, that believing a thing 
to be certain, will make it certain. 
The new notion of the prayer of 
faith is absolutely false, and all that 
is said in support of it is fallacious. 
it is a mere visionary notion. And 
though some visionary notions are 
very harmless, yet this is not such 
aone, It is very dangerous in its 
nature and tendency. It perverts 
the true sense of some of the most 
important promises of the Bible. It 
tends to inspire Christians with a 
too high sense of their goodness, 
influence and importanee. If they 
may pray with a confident, un- 
doubting expectation of obtaining 
the thing they pray for; then a pi- 
ous parent may pray in faith for the 
conversion of every one of his chil- 
dren, and secure the salvation of 
their souls. Or any pious man 
may pray in faith for the conversion 
of his peculiar friends, and it shall 
be according to his faith. Or a 
number of Christians may pray in 
faith for a revival of religion in 
their own church and congrega- 
tion, and the revival shall certainly 
follow. Ora few individual Christ- 
ians may travel from one place to 
another, and pray in faith for a re- 
vival of religion in every place 
to which they go, and their prayer 
of faith shall be answered. I now 
ask, does the Bible give us any 
ground to think, that any Christ- 
ans do at this day, or ever did, 
possess such great power and in- 
fluence ? If any individuals think 
they have such power and influ- 
ence, they are in great danger of 
thinking more highly of themselves 
than they ought to think. And it 
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appears they do think so, from 
what they publish in the most pop- 
ular re ligious newspipér, that ts in 
circulation among us. I know this 
false and dangerous opinion is im- 
bibed and propagated by some se- 
rious and respectable ministers and 
This is a reason why they 
esteemed for ail their 
great and good qualities; but no 
reason why their errors should be 
embraced, or overlooked, but why 
they should be refuted, or con- 
demned, and avoided. It is a day 
of innovations, and Christians need 
to guard against every religious er- 
ror in theory and practice, though 
taught by those of high standing in 
the ministry and in the churches. 
I tremble for the Bible in the hands 
of infidels, and in the hands of 
those who call themselves Christ- 
ians. Itis greatly perverted and 
abused by both. 

3. It appears from what has been 
said, that the promises of the goss 
give the 


others. 
should be 


pel, rightly understood, 
highest encouragement to Christ- 
ians to pray for every temporal and 
spiritual, and every public and pri- 


vate blessing. God has promised 
every thing to his people collec- 
tively and individually, which he 
knows to be for their good and his 
own glory. And he allows them 
to come to him, and ask, in faith 
of his faithfulness, and in submis- 
sion to his sovereignty, for every 
temporal and spiritual, and every 
public and personal favour. This 
affords them unspeakably greater 
encouragement to pray without 
ceasing for every blessing, than if 
he allowed them to come and pray 
for every thing that they desire, 
with confident, unwavering expec- 
tation of obtaining every thing de- 
sired and prayed — for. If they 
should pray with such a faith, and 
God should answer their prayers, 
they would ruin themselves, and 
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destroy the good of the universe. 
Suppose a rich parent should 
promise his only son to give him 
witatsoever he should desire and 
ask, and suppose his father should 
fulfil his promise, his son might and 
probably would destoy himself and 
all his father’s interest. But it 
would be infinitely more dangerous 
for God. to promise every Christian 
that he would bestow any thing he 
should ask for, with the prayer of 
faith. You remember the sad con- 
sequence of Herod’s rash promise 
to his daughter, that he would 
grant her whatever she should ask. 
It proved the murder of John the 
Baptist. What if David had aske 
ed God, with the prayer of faith, to 
spare the life of Absalom, and God 
had granted the very thing he pray- 
ed for. It is probable it would 
have ruined himself and his king- 
dom. Itis in mercy to Christians 
that God has never promised them, 
that he will grant them whatever 
they desire and ask for with the 
prayer of faith. No considerate 
Christian would have a heart to 
pray for any thing in this manner, 
for fear it would dishonour God, 
injure his cause, and destroy him- 
self. But it is a great encourage- 
ment to every Christian to pray 
with. submission, that God has 
promised to grant him whatever 
he knows to be best for him, and 
most for hisown glory. He can 
pray in this manner without any 
danger. When Socrates saw Al- 
cibiades going to a temple to pray, 
he admonished him of the danger 
of praying to the gods for what 
would ruin him, if they granted it. 
it is strange indeed that any 
Christians, who have the Bible in 
their hands, should think it a priv- 
ilege to pray in faith, without sub- 
mission, for any thing. It would 
ve an awful discouragement to 
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prayer. God has enjomed some 
better duty upon them. He en- 
courages to pray with submission, 
and promises to grant whatever ts 
best for them. 

4. It appears from the true in- 
tent and meaning of the divine 
promises, that God always answers 
every sincere prayer of the up- 
right. For they pray in faith of 
the divine faithfulness, and in sub- 
mission to the divine sovereignty 
Of course, God always grants their 
requests, whether he gives or de- 
nies the things they pray for. 
Christ prayed to his Father, that he 
would save him from the sufferings 
of the cross; but he prayed with 
submission, for he said, “ Not 
my will, but thine be done.”’ His 
Father answered his prayer, by de- 
nying what he expressly prayed 
for. He prayed, “ Father, glorify 
thy name ;” and he did glorify it, 
by causing him to suffer and die 
on the cross, When any Christian 


prays aright, he prays with submis- 
sion, and implicitly prays to be de- 
nied his petition, if it be not for the 


glory of God to grant it. The ef- 
fectual, fervent prayer of every 
righteous man availeth much. It 
always has its due influence to 
move God to do what is best to be 
done. The sincere prayers of 
good men are never lost, but al- 
ways have some salutary influence. 
‘God has never said to the seed of 
Jacob, seek ye my face in vain.” 
God has, from age to age, been 
constantly fulfilling his promis- 
es to his people, in? answer to 
their prayers. They have always 
prayed with submission, that he 
would fuli! his promises, accord- 
ing to their true intent and import. 
They never understood them to 
mean, that he would grant whatever 
they desired and prayed for, but 
only that he would grant what 
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he knows would be most for his 
glory and the interest of his king- 
dom. The prayers of the upright 
are his delight, and have drawn 
down ten thoussnd temporal and 
spiritual blessings upon ail the 
world, from generatiop to genera- 
tion. How powerful were the 
prayers of Moses, of 
David, of Job, and of Daniel ? 
Vhey were like the prayers of Josh- 
ua and Elijah, which were the o 
tection and safeguard of Israel, o 

the most momentous snteiiaien 
When saints now ask, they shall 
receive, not always indeed the 
things they pray for, but things 
which God knows are far greater, 
and better for them, for the world, 
and for the whole universe. 

5. It appears from what has been 
said, why God never answers the 
prayers of sinners. When they 
ask, they ask amiss, and God will 
not hear them. He tells them so 
plainly. “He that turneth away 
his ear from hearing the law, his 


prayer shall be an abomination.” 
“The sacrifices of the wicked are 


an abomination to the Lord.” He 
will not hear them when they make 
many prayers, They always pray 
for some private, personal, separate 
good, in opposition to the general 
good, and the glory of God. They 
do not desire God to fulfil his 
promises according to his own 
meaning, but according to their 
meaning and desire. And should 
he hear their prayers, and give 
them the things they ask for, he 
would fill the world with confusion, 
defeat his own purposes and prom- 
ises, and destroy his own kingdom. 
These are things that the wicked 
desire. They are bitter enemies 
to God and to Zion. The lan- 
guage of their heart is, “‘ Raze it, 
raze it to the very foundation.”— 
Paul was a pharisee before his con- 
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version, and undoubtedly prayed 
strictly and constantly ; and what 
did he principally and most ardent- 
ly pray for? Was it not that the 
name of Christ might be blotted 
out, and all his followers »e de- 
stroyed ? All sinners pray occasion- 
ally, and some yery constantly. 
They use the same words that 
Christians use ; howbeit they mean 
not so, neither do their hearts 
think so, but it is in their hearts 
to oppose and obstruct the divine 
promises concerning the prosperity 
of Zion. This, God knows, and 
abhors all their religious services, 
They are apt to think it is hard 
that God does not hear their pray- 
ers; but when they become traly 
acquainted with their own hearts, 
they donot think so; and are aften 
afraid to offer them, because they 
appear to themselves so insincere, 
so selfish and so wicked. They 
are conscious, that instead of desir- 
ing God would fulfil his promises 
to the upright, they fear it would 
prove their destruction. They are 
conscious, that they do not desire 
that God should give grace and 
glory and every good thing to the 
upright, while they are under the 
sentence of condemnation. In 
spite of their hearts, they are con- 
strained to justify God, for abhor- 
ring and rejecting their prayers. 
And though they are sometimes 
told they are doing their duty in 
praying, and are urged to continue 
in the duty, they know better, and 
are afraid to follow such directions. 
They know they must repent and 
pray, before God will hear them. 

6. If God will fulfil all his prom- 
ises in answer to the prayers of the 
upright, then every Christian is in 
a happy condition. All the Christ 
ians in the world are continually 
praying for him. They are daily 
praying as Christ has taught them, 
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** Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven ;’’ that is, 
fulfil all thy great and precious 
promises to thy people ; give them 
grace and glory, and withhold no 
good thing from them that walk 
nprightly. ‘This is the united pe- 
tition of all Christians for every in- 
dividual Christian. And must it 
not be a source of great consola- 
tion to every poor, dependant, fee- 
ble pilgrim on earth, to know that 
the effectual, fervent prayers of all 
the righteous are continually as- 
cending to God for every good 
thing he needs? Job’s prayers for 
his friends were efficacious, And 
the prayers of all Christians for 
every individual must be effica- 
cious. They will procure every 
temporal and spiritual blessing for 
every child of God, which he 
knows to be good for him, and he 
cannot justly desire any thing 
more, in any situatien in which he 
ean be placed. He may go on 
his way rejoicing in the hope of the 
glory of God, and the fulfilment of 
all his gracious purposes and prom- 
ises. Let every Christian believe 
this, and he will desire no other 
faith in praying to God; for what 
is falsely called the prayer of faith, 
would spoil his brightest hopes and 
prospects. 

Finally, it appears from what 
has been said, that sinners are 
in a miserable and wretched situa- 
tion, for the prayers of all the up- 
right are against them. ‘They 
are like the prayers of Elijah, when 
he made intercession against Isra- 
el. Christians, when they pray 
aright, never pray for any thing 
more nor less, than that God 
would fulfil all his promises to 
Christ, and to them whom he has 
given him. Their desires and 
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prayers are all in submission to the 
purposes and promises of God.— 
They know not what is best for 
themselves, or for others, or for the 
glory of God. They desire and 
pray that he would do what he 
sees to be wisest and best, and 
their prayers shall be answered, 
whether in saving or destroying a 
son or daughter, a friend or foe 
They do not pray with a desire 
to take any person out of the hind 
of God, but to resign every one up 
to his holy and sovereign disposal 
This ought to be alarming to sin- 
ners, and always is, when they re- 
alize it. They are extremely apt 
to construe the prayers of their 
perents, of their pious friends, and 
of all pious persons in their favour, 
But they have more reason to fear 
than to hope, on this ground. They 
are in the hands of God, and their 
best friends on earth cannot desire, 
nor pray to take them out, Let 
them, then, agree with their adver- 
sary quickly, lest they should sud- 
denly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy. SENEX, 
——— 


PASTORAL LETTER 
Of the Ministers of the Oneida 


Association, to the Churches un- 

der their care, on the 

of Revivals of Religion. 

1827 

The Ministers of the Oneida 
Association to the Churches under 
their care, wish grace, mercy and 
peace, from God the Father, and 
from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It has been an ancient custom, 
for ministers associated together, 
to address, on special occasions, 
those under their care, by way of 
a Pastoral Letter. As it is the of- 
ficial business and indispensable 
duty of every individual minister 
as a faithful watchman, to warn 
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the people of his charge against the 
dangers to which he sees them ex- 
posed, so there seems to be a pe- 
culiar propriety, in times of com- 
mon danger, that the watchmen 
should unite their voice and com- 
bine their counséls, to the 
greater e fect tothe word of ddmo- 
nition, caution and reproof 

The | vast year has been one of 
pec aliar interest to this region. It 
has been atime of unusual excite- 
ment on the subject of religion. In 
most of our congregations, there 
have been, aS we trust, instances 
more or less numerous, of souls 
converted to God, and brought to 
the saving knowledge of the truth 
And we desire to call upon our- 
selves, and upon all under our care, 
to rejoice in the grace of God 
which is manifested in the out- 
porings of his Spirit, wherever en- 
joyed, and to render unto bim that 
praise and thanksgiving which his 
wonderful works demand, 


give 


Revivals of Religion are events 
of great importance to the church, 


to the cause of religion in the 
world, and to individual Christians 
and others. Seasons of revival 
bring their appropriate duties, and 
their peculiar dangers. The nec- 
essary br@vity of such an address 
as the present, will not allow us to 
touch upon every topic connected 
with the subject. _We wish to call 
your attention to a few of those 
things which appear to us to be 
evils in themselves, or more or less 
connected with danger, at the 
present time. 

1. Indifference on the subject of 
Revivals —We address those who 
believe with us that Revivals of Re- 
ligion are a divine and glorious 
reality, the special work of the 
Holy Spirit; and who acknowl- 
edge them as such in their prayers, 
by asking God to pour out his Spir- 
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it and revive his work. We fear 
that many such persons have not a 
suflicient sense of the importance 
of the subject, and do not lay it to 
heart as its magnitude requires.— 
Most of God’s children appear to 
be brought in, during these seasons 
of special revival. And if these 
are of short continuance, and far 
between, and but partial in their 
extent, as is usually the case, is it 
not a matter which seriously con- 
cerns every Christian to know what 
he ean do toadvance the work, and 
to be ready to do it? Can any 
look on with indifference at such a 
time, when many around him are 
making their decisive choice, and 
when the part which he acts is 
hkely to have an important influ- 
ence in fixing others in a world of 
blessedness, or a world of woe? 
Say not, it is the work of God, and 
needs not any assistance of human 
instrumentality. It is the work of 
God; bat it isa work which he 
performs by the use of means. 
And every Christian will be found 
at last to have held a station and 
performed a part of amazing re- 
sponsibility. And let none ex- 
cuse themselves by the conduct of 
others. Backsliding and Iuke- 
warmness are matters of individual 
concern ; and the scriptures most 
decidedly condemn every degree of 
it, it every mdividual, as criminal 
and inexcusable in the sight of-a 
holy God. 

2. Neglect to discriminate be- 
tween true religion and false. We 
speak te those who admit that there 
is a true and false, in matters of 
religious experience: to those who 
do not believe that all affections 
which relate to the subject of relig- 
ion are of course right affections, 
and acceptable to God; to those 
who believe that Satan often trans- 
forms himself into an angel of light, 
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and that it is his character to lie in 
wait to deceive. It is dangerous 
to be ignorant of his devices, or 
to neglect to guard against them. 
And what can be better adapted to 
give him an advantage, than to re- 
fuse to discriminate? In every re- 
al Christian there is no doubt an 
intermixture of that which is false 
with that which is genuime. And 
there is special danger of its being 
so, in a time of uncommon excite- 
ment. The mere animal passions 
will be affected, and selfish affec- 
tions will be exeited. And if the 
subject of them can be made to look 
upon these as a part of true relig- 
ion, and the most important part 
too, it. will give the enemy great 
advantage. While he cultivates 
these, and takes every pains to in- 
crease them, he will overlook and 
neglect those which are right, and 
they will be greatly diminished.— 
And he will then think himself 
to be most engaged iu religion, 


and the most filled with the Spirit, 
when in reality he has the least 
true religion, and is most under 
the influence of the great deceiver. 
And making this mistake with re- 
spect to himself, will lead him to 


make the same with respect to 
others. And his efforts to pro- 
mote religion in others, will, in 
the same manner, be directed to 
promote that in them which is not 
true religion. And the same mis- 
take that is made in cases of indi- 
vidual experience, will be extended 
to revivals of religion; and the 
consequence will be, that, with a 
view to promote a revival of relig- 
ion, that will be most . diligently 
promoted, in which the substance 
of true religion is not to be found. 
When the great adversary can ac- 
complish this, he secures a double 
advantage, While the counterfeit 
maintains its credit, it is destroying 


Pastoral Letter. 


JUNE 


the souls of men, and sinking true 
religion into contempt. And when 
the counterfeit loses its credit, and 
is found out to be of no value, 
those who have been made to think 
that all religion is alike, are pre- 
pared to reject it all, and to throw 
away the good with the bad. 

3. dnsensibility to danger. Some 
appear to take it for granted, that 
the principal efforts of the great 
adversary to imjure the cause of re 
ligion, will be employed in endeav- 
ouring to divert the attention of the 
people from the subject of religion 
and to keep them careless and in- 
different ; or, when they cannot be 
kept ina state of indifference, in 
rousing them to open and violent 
opposition to the work. On this 
side, therefore, they look out for 
dangers, and endeavour to guard 
against them, by taking every 
means to awaken the attention of 
the people, and excite their feelings 
as much as possible. But we 
think, that while these dangers are 
not to be overlooked, there are dan- 
gers also on the other side. We 
think it quite possible for satan to 
wish to excite the passions of men, 
in some cases, in favour of religion, 
when he can direct them to the 
accomplishment of his own pur- 
poses, and that he may readily con- 
tribute his influence to it. It was 
a remark of President . Iwards, 
that, in atime of revival, the chiet 
exertions of the great adversary 
would be likely to be made with 
the friends and promoters of the 
work, to drive them into such ex- 
cesses and extravagances as should 
ruin its credit, and ultimately bring 
all religion into disgrace. And in 
this, his success would be render- 
ed the more probable, if he could 
first persuade such persons, that 
they were in no danger on that 
side. It was while men slept, that 
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the enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat. Not while they 
were in a state of indifference, but 
while they were not watching 
against his devices. Itis not while 
men in general are in a state of in- 
difference, that the false conver- 
sions, represented by the tares, are 
brought in; but while men are 
asleep, in a far different sense, 
while their passions are in such a 
state of excitement as blinds their 
minds to danger. ‘Then the great 
deceiver can work to the best ad- 
vantage, both in promoting fulse 
conversions, and in leading into 
dangerous extremes those who are 
zealous promoters of the work.— 
Let Christians beware, then, of 
failing into this snare, of supposing 
they are awake, in the scripture 
sense of the word, merely because 
their feelings are strongly excited 
on the subject of religion. Let 
them be really awake, and guard 
azainst all the wiles of the devil. 
4. Condemning in the gross, or 
No man 


approming in the gross. 
ought to be condemned becuse he 


hws some imperfections. There is 
no man that liveth and sinneth not. 
Neither ought a man to be ac- 
counted faultless, because he has 
some good qualities. The sins of 
David and Peter, and other scrip- 
ture saints, are not excused nor 
palliated because found in such 
men. Soalso with revivals of re- 
ligion. If a revival is attended 
with faults and blemishes, it is not 
certain that there is no good in it. 
Nor if it is admitted to be a re- 
vival of true religion, is it certain 
that no faults have attended it. And 
as it would be wrong to refuse to 
see the good because there are 
some evils, so it is doubtless wrong 
to shut our eyes upon the evils that 
exist, because there is some good. 
It is the policy of the enemy to 
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condemn the good with the bad; 
and it is helping them to do it, for 
the friends of religion to attempt to 
justify the bad with the good. The 
true policy of Christians is, to hold 
fast the truth, and judge righteous 
judgment; to approve what the 
scriptures approve, and to condemn 
what they condemn. We are not 
required indeed to trumpet abroad 
every fiult we see; and where no 
injury will result from conceal- 
ment, there doubtless we ought to 
be silent. But where such faults 
accompany a revival, as are known 
to the public, such as are likely to 
operate to the injury of souls, and 
the disgrace of religion, there si- 
lence would be criminal, and con- 
nivance a partaking in the guilt. 

5. Indifference to instruction. 
Truth is the great means of the 
conversion of sinners, and of the 
growth in grace of Christians. It 
was the prayer of Christ that his 
disciples might be sanctified thro’ 
the truth. And it is plain that 
none can be sanctified through the 
truth of which they are ignorant. 
It is the work of the Spirit to sanc- 
tify; but it is presumption to ex- 
pect he will do it, withoyé his 6wn 
appointed means. It is;character- 
istic of babes in Christ, that they 
desire the sincere milk of the word. 
It was one of the fruits of the revi- 
val on the day of Pentecost, that 
the subjects of it continued stead- 
fast in the apostle’s doctrine. We 
regard it as a dark sign, when 
Christians think they know enough, 
and have no néed to be taught. 
We tremble fot the consequences, 
when instruction is thought to be 
unnecessary for awakened sinners, 
or the newly converted. And we 
cannot but feel concerned for the 
safety of the Church, when feeling 
is substitutd for thought, when ad- 
dresses to the passions are required 
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instead of the application of truth 
to the understending and con- 
science, and when the instructive 
method of preaching and convers- 
ing with people is condemned as 
cold, and dry, and unprofitable, and 
is stigmatized as “ preaching souls 
to hell.” 

6. Calling men hard names. We 
think it important thet the truth 
should be preached plainly, the 
whole of it. We would have men 
tiught their true character, as the 
scriptures reveal it, and made to 
see the depravity of their hearts, 
without disguise. It is desirable 
they should knew the worst of their 
case; and in order to it, that they 
shou'd see the true 
God, the extent and purity of his 
law, the justice of its awful penalty, 
aid the aggravated guilt with which 
they are chi argeable in slighting the 
grace of the gospel. ‘That pre. ch- 
ing which makes them see this, is 
plain preaching. But, calling men 
hard names, and addressing them 
with provoking epithets, we think 
is not adapted to make them see 
this, but rather to prevent it. There 
is@ wide difference between ad- 
dressinggmen in the style of provo- 
catiow and insult, or calling them 
vipers, serpents, and devils, and ad- 
dressing them in the language of 
bene volenc ve, and mildly endeay- 
ouring to make them see what they 
are. And the less there is in the 
manner that is overbearing, provok- 
ing. and irritating, the more hope 
we think there ordinarily is, that 
the matter may be pr ressed home 
upon the conse ience, and produce 
a salutary impression, It is true 
that on extraordinary occasions in- 
spired men sometimes addre-sed 
particular individuals, in language 
which is pleaded as an example, 
and the import of which language 


it is important men should see was 


storal 





character of 
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according to truth. 
direction ts found for us to addre-s 
men inthe same style, a direction 
is found, which we fear is forgotten 
by some, that “the servant of the 
Lord must not strive, but be gent! 
unto all men, in meekness instruct- 
ing those that oppose themselves 
if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth.” 

7. Making too much of any fo- 
vourable appearanees. Some up- 
pear to think, that when there are 
any appearances ofa revival, it is 
best to make the most of them, and 
to publish them far and wide. We 
think many evils result from this 
practice. Persons of an ardent 
temperament are liable to have 
their judgment very much biassed 
by their feelings, and to think 
much more of the same appearanc- 
es than others do. And if they 
adopt the maxim of trying to make 
the most of what there is, they will 
be likely to put re ports in circula- 
tion which subse “quent facts will by 
no means justify to the minds of 
the public at large. To this canse 
we are disposed to ascribe it, that 
we have so often heard of the com- 
mencement of a “ great and power- 
ful revival,” in one place and anotbh- 
er, which has afterwards come to 
but little or nothing — and that indi- 
viduals have been oiten reported to 
be under “ deep and pungent con- 
victions,’’ who have afterwards ap- 
peared to have had little or no se- 
riousness of mind; and that greot 
numbers have been told of, as hope- 
fully converted, 
another, 


at one place and 
where it afterwards ap- 
pears that very few such instances 
hid occurred. 
reports are adupted to have a very 
unfavourable influence upon the 
persons concerned, and on the pub- 
he at lars They are extremely 
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But while no 


Such exaggerated — 
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injurious to the credit of revivals ; 
and expose the friends of the work 
to many unpleasant and unfavour- 
imputations, 

S. Ostentation 
every thing that pertains to a revi- 
vi, we think it of great importance 
to remember the direction of our 
Saviour, in the 6th of Matthew, 
not to sound a trumpet before us. 
Every appearance of doing any 
thing to be seen of men, that 
may have glery from them, every 
indication of a high opinion of our- 
selves, talking of the great things 
we have done, telling 
we pray, and how efficacious our 
prayers have proved, and every ap- 
pearance of a wish to attract the 
admiration of others, is most un- 
happy. Our Lord did not ery, nor 
lift up, nor voice to 
heard in the streets. Though the 
tact of his retiring for secret prayer, 
two of his 


1 
ath 


an l noise. In 


we 


how much 


cause his be 


and im an instance or 
spending the whole night in that 
exercise, is put on record, it is not 
recorded that he ever told of these 
things himself; much less, that, in 
his closet devotions, he prayed so 
loud as tobe heard by a’! in the 
and even by passers by, in 
the streets. When kinsmen 
urged him to exhibit himself to the 
admiring multitudes, he refused; 
and though he went about doing 
good, he straitly charged those he 
healed that they should not make 
him known. A noisy and ostenta- 
tious revival is deservedly suspect- 
ed, on that very account. “The 
kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation.” And though Elijah 
witnessed the earthquake, and the 
fire, and the wind which 
rent the mountains, it 
still small voice only that the Lord 
was peculiarly present, 


house, 


his 


strong 


was in the 


9. Going to particular places to 


obtain the Spirit, or to be convert- 


ed We 
useful for Christians to visit places 
where a revival is in progress, and 
that many have found a blessing to 
their own souls by so doing, and 
that it has been the means of the 
greater extension of the work. And 
that impenyent sin- 
ners, who have visited such places, 
savingly 
And we would by 
no means discourage the practice, 


doubt not that it is often 


doubt not 


we 


t) 


hive somectiines bee n 


wrought upon 


when it can be done with proper 
What we 


point out some dange:s which se 


feelings. wish, 1s, to 
m 
uch need 
We think 


d mger, in such a case, of 


to accompyny it, and w 


to be guarded against. 
there is 
having men’s persons in admira- 
tion, as if they only were the chan- 
nels through which the influences 
of the Holy Spirit were to “be con- 
veyed - and thus of pl icing an un- 
due dependence upon an arm of 
flesh. We think there is danger 
of despising those 
which we have at home,and which, 
however imperfect may be the in- 
struments ofthem,are yet the means 
of divine appointment, and cannot 


' 
be despised without the guilt of 


means of grace 


despising Him whose ordin -nces 
they are. We think the 


verted are in peculiar danger, un- 


uncon 


der such circumstances, of drawing 
the that means 
they have had at home are insuflic- 


conclusion, the 
ient for their conversion, and of 
course that they have been hither- 
to excusable for their impenitence 
and unbelief, while 
blamed for not affording them 
ter means. We think 


danger, under such circumstance 


¢ 
God is to be 


het. 
all are in 
of putting some favourite imstru- 
ment in the place of God, greatly 
to the di-honour of the Majesty of 
heaven, and hazard of their 
own souls 

[To he € 


the 


matinued, | 
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For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
ON THE IMPERFECTION OF SAINTS. 
A Letter, which made part of a cor- 
respondence, between a Minister and an 
intelligent Professor of Religion, in the 
year 1806. 


Dear Sirn—Your letter, dated 
July, 1804, came duly to hand. I 
should then have written an an- 
swer to it, had I not been inform- 
ed, that you had never read Dr. 
Emmons’ Sermon from Romans 
vii. 18, which contains, perhaps, all 
that can be said to purpose, and, as 
I conceive, all that need be said, 
respecting the acknowledged i:n- 
perfection of the saints. I sup- 
posed, therefore, that by referring 
you to that sermon I should direct 
you in the way to get rid of all 
your scruples and difficulties, re- 
lating to this important subject. | 


am sorry to hear, that a perusal of 


the sermon, has not afforded you 
the satisfaction | expected. 

I yesterday received your letter, 
dated November 6, 1805, and now 
sit down to communicate to you a 
few such cursory remarks upon it, 
as my leisure and abilities will per- 
mit. 

I. I will take some notice of the 
maxim, which, you say, you held 
for a considerable time, but have 
since renounced, viz. T'hat a man 
ts as holy as he wills to be. By this 
maxim, as you well know, Calvin- 
ists do not. mean, that every good 
man is as constantly holy, as he 
may sometimes will or desire to be, 
or that all the exercises and actions 
of the saint, are as holy as he ever 
wills or wishes them to be: but 
that their meaning is precisely this, 
that every good man, at any given 
moment of time, is just as holy as, 
at that moment, he wills or desires 
to be. And understood in this 
sense, the maxim is, in my appre- 
hension, demonstrably true. For 
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if any saint, at any given moment 
of time, is not as holy as he wills or 
desires to be, what hinders? It 
must be either some moral or some 
natural inability. But by the sup- 
position, it cannot be any moral in- 
ability ; fora moral inability is un- 
willingness : and it would be gross- 
ly inconsistent to say, that a man is 
not as holy, as he wills or desires to 
be, because he is unwilling to be as 
holy, as he wills or desires to be. 

But if it be owing to a natural 
inability, that the saint, at any giv- 
en moment of time, is not as holy, 
as he wills or desires to be ; then it 
follows, that the saint, at the mo- 
ment supposed, wills and desires to 
be more holy than he is naturally 
able to be, more holy than it is pos- 
sible in the nature of things for him 
to be, with the mental and bodily 
powers and faculties which God 
now gives him ; i. e. more holy 
than the Divine Law requires him 
to be (for the requirements of the 
Divine Law do not exceed the nat- 
ural ability of God’s moral subjects ) 
which is such an extravagant and 
unreasonable will and desire, as no 
saint, in the exercise of grace, or of 
reason, ever had. See President 
Edwards on the Will, Glasgow edi- 
tion, Part ILI. Sect. 5. 

lI, I have this remark to make 
upon one of your quotations from 
the life of the eminently pious Da- 
vid Brainard. The quotation. is 
this : “‘ | cannot labour for God as 
I would have done.” This quota- 
tion appears to me to favour Dr 
Emmons’ idea of the moral imper- 
fection of saints, much more thon 
yourown. Mr. Brainard, speaking 
in the present time, says, I cannot, 
i.e. Lam morally and criminally 
unable, to labour for God, as (speak- 
ing in the past time) [ would have 
done. This exactly corresponds 
with Dr. Emmons’ exposition of 
Paul’s words, “‘ When I would do 





1827. 
evil is present with me.” 
IL]. Another of your quotations 
from Mr. Brainard, is, perhaps, 
worthy of remark. It is this, “I 
can’t live and not sin.” By this 
saying, a8 you seem, In consistency 
with your plan, to understand him, 
he meant, that he was never able, 
eny moment of his life, to keep 
fromsinning, The question, then, 
naturally arises, whether he meant, 
that he was always under a natural 
or moral necessity of sinning? If 
he meant, that he was :dways under 
a natural necessity of sinning; then 
he was always compelled to sin, 
whether he would or not ; then he 
was never under obligation to keep 
from sinning ; and consequently it 
was not sinful for him to sin perpet- 
ually! But, if he meant, that he 
was always under a moral necessi- 
ty of sinning ; then he was always 
willing to sin; and then he was 
never willing to be holy ; unless he 
could be both willing to sin and 
unwilling to sin, at one and the same 
time. 
lV. 
from Miss Anthony: ‘‘ How im- 
pure is my most pure love! I come 
short in every duty.” Upon this, I 
would observe: that I neither 
know, nor can conceive, of but two 
kinds of love, disinterested and sel- 
fish. There two kinds of love are 
diametrically opposite in their na- 
tures. And if selfish love is totally 
impure ; it follows, that disinterest- 
ed love is totally pure. If there is 
any possible impurity in the disin- 
terested love of the saint, that im- 
purity must consist ir selfishness. 
But how the saint can, at the same 
instant of time, be both disinterest- 
ed and selfish ; or how the saint 
can, at the g»me instant of time, 
both love God more than himself 
and love himself more than God ; I 
am, at present, unable to conceive. 
The other part of the quotation is, 


good, 
5 


You make this quotation 
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“T come short 
Upon this you observe, that “ Re- 
ligious duty is religious exercise, 
and exercise isduty.” I grant,that 
religious duty and religious exer- 
cise are sometimes used as synony- 
mous terms. But I am inclined to 
think, that Miss Anthony here uses 
the term duty, in a very different 
sense from that, in which Dr. Em- 
mons uses the term exercise, in his 
sermon. By exercise, Dr. Em- 
mons means, a single volition or 
act of choice : by duty, Miss An- 
thony, I conceive, means, a relig- 
ious performance, such as prayer, 

or praise, consisting of many volun- 
tary exercises. And if so, she 
might truly say, she came short in 
every duty ; though some of the ex- 
ercises of her heart were such, in 
all respect, as they ought to be. 

V. You observe, that “ Sin con- 
sists in defect in an intelligent 
agent.” This sentiment, I con- 
ceive, is founded in a mistake.— 
Though there is, undoubtedly, a 
defect in every sinning intelligent 
agent ; as he does not pe form. the 
duty required of him ; yet his sin- 
fulness does not consist in defect, 
but in those positively sinful exer- 
cises, which prevent his perform- 
ing his duty, or occasion his de- 
fect. “Sin is a transgresssion of 
the lawof God.” But mere defect 
is no transgression. The law of 
God requires disinterested love.— 
That which transgresses the law 
must be something opposite to what 
the law requires. But if the law 
of God requires nothing but disin 
terested love; then that which 
transgresses the law, must be sel- 
fishness. Every sin, therefore, 
consists in the positive exercise of 
selfishness ; and no sin can consist 
in the mere defect or want of ho- 
liness. 

VI. Your observation that “the 
will is no more the seat of holiness, 


in every duty.” 
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derstanding,” is, to me, 
very strange, It is a sentiment 
which I never saw or heard ad- 
vanced before, except by one man, 
namely, Dr. Burton, whose pro- 
foundly metaphysical doctrine of 

Taste, you seem to have imbibed. 

And is it then possible, that you 
really suppose, there is no more 
holiness in being willing that God 
should reign ; than there is in be- 
lieving that two and two make 
four? Or that it is as virtuous to 
perceive the rays of the sun; as it 
is to choose God for the everlasting 
portion of the soul ? 

I am so far from supposing, that 

‘the willis no more the seat of ho- 
than the understanding,” 
that Lam firmly persuaded, with the 
greater number of Calvinistic Di- 
vines, that the will is the only seat 
of either holiness or sin. All the 
holiness that ever God required 
of men, is, “ to refuse the evil, and 
choose the good.” “If there be 
first a willing mind, it is accept- 
ed.” The moral law repuires all 
the holiness, which any intelligent 
creature ever ought to exercise, or 
ever can exercise. And the moral 
law requires nothing but disinter- 
ested love, which we all know is a 
voluntary exercise, or an exercise 
of will. ‘‘Love is the fulfilling of 
the law.” 

VII. Mention is frequently made, 
in your letter, of “a holy princi- 
ple, a new holy nature, anew spir- 
jtual sense, taste or relish ;” in 
which, if I understand you, you 

snppose all holiness essenti: ally con- 
sists. If, by these several terms, 
you mean to express something 
which is distinct from free, volun- 
tary exercise, or from those exer- 
cises of love which ateweguired in 
the Divine law—sonv@fhung which 
is dormant and in@étive, and in 
which the subject is wholly passive, 
I must confess, I do not know what 


than the un 


liness, 
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is meant by such a new principle 
nature, taste or relish: Lam 
not able, at present, to form any 
idea of it. 

VIII. You observe, that if you: 
quotations from Pres. Edwards b 
true, Dr, Emmons’ proposition, that 
whoever truly loves God, loves hin 
to the extent of his mental capacity, 
must be false. I shall not 
take to reconcile Pres. Edwards 
and Dr. Emmons, If they coutra- 
dict one another, [ cannot help it 
Your quotations from Pres. Ed- 
wards, are, for the most part, writ- 
ten in language highly figurative, 
and without that precision in ex 
pression, which sometimes charac 
terises his writings. But if so 
great and good a man, as Pres. Ed- 
wards, was under some mistakes 
it ought not to excite our wonder 
Great and good men are not a! 
We should call no man 
father uponearth. Light is increas- 
ing in the Christian world, and will, 
no doubt, continue to increase, un- 
til the millennial day, It would not 
strange, if those divines, who 
stand upon the shoulders of Baxter 
Owen, Edwards and Hopkin 
should command a wider horison, 
than they did. But to return : if 
those, who love God truly, 
love him to the extent of their nat- 
ural capacity, 1 would ask, Why 
do they not? It surely cannot be, 
because they are unable to do it, or 
because they lack natural capacity 
todoit. It must be, then, because 
they are unwilling to do it. But is 
it possible, that those, who love God 
truly, should be unwilling to love 
him as much as they are able '— 
The fact is, he who has the least 
spark of true love to God, loves him 
with all his heart: and he who loves 
God with all his heart, loves him 
as much asthe Divine Law requires 
and tothe full extent of his natura! 
capacity, at the time. 
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under- 


ways wise. 
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1X. I would make one remark on 
Rom. vii. 19, in which the apostle 
ys, “The good that I would, I do 
not.” If.as you suppose, the apos- 


2. What sort of an inability of 
doing any duty, does that man /a- 
bour under, who is both willing and 
has a capacity to do it ? 
means, th.t he did not the good 3. What are the distinguishing 
that he would, at the precise tima he properties of that new principle, na- 
would doit: I would ask, why he ture, taste or sense, which is dis- 
did it not? Was it because he had tinetfrom the will and all volunta- 
notawilltodo it? Or was it be- ry aflections and antecedent to 
eause he had not a capacity to do them ; and in which all holiness is 

’ Or if neither of these; what supposed to consist ? 

did hinder? 4. Does any saint love God at 
all, who does not love him with all 
Dr. Emmons’ sentiment and yours, his heart ? 

[ would only remark ; that, accord- o 


' 


X. As to the moral tendency of 


Did ever any saint or angel 
ing to the Dr’s. sentiment, the saint love God with more than all his 
never does more than his daty, nev- Aeart ? 


Or is this possible ? 
er loves God more than he ought, 


Dear Sir—Praying that God, by 
and in his best exercises. is an un- his Holy Spirit, would lead you in- 


profitable servant; while, a great to all needful truth, and incline 
pa'tof his time, he is totally de- you, very frequently, to exercise 
praved : whereas, according to tht perfect love, which is the ful- 
your sentiment, the saint is never, filling of the law, I subscribe, your 
for a moment, destitute of a pure, mend and humble servant, 
spirituxl, renewed nature ; but even 
when in the most cold, dead, luke- 
varm and carnal frame, when com- From the New-England [nquirer 
iitting adultery and murder with 
David, or denying his Lord and 
Muster, cursing and swearing, with 
Peter, he has a heart which is well 
easing end acceptable in the sight 
of God, and has the same kind, if 
iotthe same degree, of holiness, 
hich Paul had, when he was 
mught up into the third heaven.— 
Which of these sentiments is most 
agreeable and soothing to a “selfish, 
proud spirit,” I leave eve ry candid 
man to judge 





——- 


INTEMPERANCE. 
I am aware that this is a hack- 
neved theme for discussion. The 
evils of intemperance have been 
presented to our communities in 


every variety of form. Argument 


and appeal, entreaty and mournful 
prediction, have been addressed to 
the public mind. All created na- 
ture has been searched for images 
of frightfulness and horror to illus- 
trate the devouring nature of this 


vice. Every newspaper contains 


itg annals, and adds to the black 
catalogue. 


XI. Ihave now only to request 


1, In case you should write to me Its desolations are seen 
in the decaying house and dilapi- 
dated fence. They are written in 
letters of fire on the forehead of 
many a miserable man, and they 
are proclaimed in the hollow voices 
of the sepulchre. Nevertheless, it 
is undoubtedly proper to present 


gain, fo answer the following ques- 

ms; which, in my opinion, de- 
andan answer from all, who un- 
rtake to vindicate your senti- 
ments, respecting the imperfection 
o! the saints. 


! 
q 


1. What hinders any person, at 
ny time, from being as holy,as he 


the facts on this subject again and 
is, or desires, or chooses, to be ? 


ig.in. The evil cannot be reme- 
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died without a thorough exposure. 
Without further apelogy, therefore, 
I shall adduce some facts to show 
that a determined and persevering 
effurt is demanded entirely to sup- 
press intemperance. 

intemperance consumes a vrst 
anountof wealth. During the last 
three stores in a town in 
this county sold ¢hirty-fice hogs- 
heads of ardent spirits. To each 
of the inhabitants of this town, it 
would furnish seven quarts, and 


vear, the 


supposing that the average price of 


a gallon of spirits to be forty cents, 
the amount expended would be 
S882. Extending this through 
New-England, the quantity 
sumed would be more than 2,700,- 
000 gallons, at an expense of near- 
ly ae: Th us calculation 
must fall considerably below the 
truth, as the town from which the 
data are taken is more than usually 
temperate, and as it excludes all 


con- 


spirits manulactured and consumed 


in families, by means of a great 
number of distilleries. Iudeed it 
is probable, that nearly this quan- 
tity is consumed in Massachusetts, 
every year. 

Intemperance increases pauper- 
ism to an «larming extent. The 
pauper burden of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts has increased three filths 
within the last twenty-five years ; 
and probably that of the tewns has 
increased more. There are not 
less than 7000 paupers in this State, 

atan expense of $36,000 annually. 
Half the yearly tax is expended for 
this object, while $300,000 is paid 


by the towns for the support of 


town paupers. Thus the citizens 
of Mas-achusetts are taxed a thou- 
sand dollars a day for their poor.— 
One half, at least, are reduced to 
want from intemperate drinking. 
In the State of New-Hampshire, 
from 1799 to 1805, the expenses 
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for the support of paupers were 
$91,433 From 1815 to 1820, 
with an increase of only one fourth 
in population, the poor rates in- 
creased to $424,995, an increase 
of more than four fold. Habitual 
intoxication is (leclared to be the 
most common cause of this alarm- 
ing fact.* 

In New-York in 1826, 60.000 
dollars were expended for the sup- 
port of paupers, who became so by 
lutemper ince. Thus we 
idly going the downward rovd 
‘ England 
cle unparalleled in 
ninth part of her population is sup- 
ported by one third of the remai 
der. The dnnual expense 
pauper systein is $35,000,000.— 
It has been for 
thin two centuries, and is ever) 
year gathering additional strengt!, 
N. England will soon present the 
same spectacle. 
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a large number of lives. 
ton, in 1822, forty-four 4 
died of intemperance. InN. Yor 
about the same number. In t 
U. States it is calculated that no- 
less than 10,000 die every year di- 
rectly in consequence of intempe- 
rance, while all physict 1ans agree in 
testimony, that it is the oo 
source of many terrible diseas: 
which carry men to their graves 
But the effect of the loss of 10,000 
individuals, annually, in retarding 
the population of this country for a 
series of years would be very great 
Massachusetts is capable of sustain- 
ing one hundred times the number 
of inhabitants, which she now has 
It is very deplorable, then, in a po- 
litical view, that intemperanc 
should lay waste yearly such a vas 
amount of physical and 
strength. 
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Intemperance spreads a polluting 
influence through all the communi- 
tii. In two towns in old Hamp- 
shire, containing each about 1200 
inhabitants, there are between six- 
ty and seventy decidedly intemper- 
ate persons. ‘Those towns are no 
more addicted to this vice than 
others. Extending, therefore; on 
the basis of this fact, a calculation 
to the 1,500,000 inhabitants of N. 
England, it will give 37,500—sup- 
posing there are thirty drunkards 
to every 1200 inhabitants—a num- 
ber equal to half the population of 
the State of Rhode-Island. What 
would be our emotions, to see thir- 
ty-seven thousand drunkards, com- 
posing, if it were possible, one com- 
munity, exhibiting all varieties of 


character,from outrageous passions 
to staring idiocy, from the dead 
uniformity of a mass of clay, mind- 

less and senseless, to a crowd of 
bacchanals pouring forth a torrent 
of obscenity and imprecation. 


But 
for better were it for N. England, if 
these 37,000 inhabited one county. 
Scattered in every neighborhood, 
each individual is the centre of a 
bad influence. Every where these 
wretched men exist to induce a 
son, or a brother, or a neighbour, to 
walk the same path to ruin. One 
generation passes off in ten years, 
but another arises to perpetuate and 
widen the tremendous curse.— 
When will our country be washed 
clean from these abominations ! 
Intemperance carries unutterable 

distress in multitudes of families. 
There is a horrible meaning in the 
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words—an intemperate son, an in- 
temperate brother. Home is pro- 
verbially a happy place. Its jofs 
are pure and permanent. But the 
drunkard pollates them all. In 
N. England, unquestionably, more 
than forty thousand families feel 
all that “sad variety of pain,” which 
arises from the sight of a beloved 
object, dead while he is alive—on 
earth a disgrace to them, and a 
nuisance to others, but soon to dis- 
appear—a lost man—for, intemper- 
ance ruins the soul. While the 
drunkard lives, he does not come 
within the reach of a reforming and 
purifying influence 

Glorious processes of moral trans- 
formation are going on around him, 
but an attempt to bring him to the 
path of virtue is lost labour, for the 
light of reason is put ont within 
him, or shines only in fitful flashes, 
And who among all the children 
of men, has fewer qualifications for 
that land of purity and heavenly 
happiness, which lies beyond the 
grave? In ten years, if intemper- 
ance prevail only to its present ex- 
tent in our country, 100,000 men, 
made in the image of God, born 
with the noble endowment of rec- 
son, with thoughts that can “ wan- 
der through eternity,’’ will rush 
through the passage into that eters 
nity, as really unconscious of the 
scenes that await them, as if they 
had been born in the heart of Chi- 
na—asreally unprepared as though 
the light from heaven had never 
poured on their pathway through 


life. 





A Poem: 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine 


A POEM, 


SPOKEN SEVERAL YEARS AGO, ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF a« LITERARY 50- 
cIETY. 


Ir poets, as we're told, are born, not made, 
Why, then should constant working at the trade, 
For tedious years, be needful to impart 

Ease, grace, perfection, in the useful art ? 

Why call it art? As far as instinct goes, 

No animal the least improvement knows. 

The maxim’s false in part; in part ‘tis true : 
Something to nature, much to art is due: 

Nature the raw material must supply ; 

But practice weaves the woof, and gives the dye. 


When tun’d a harp, that ne’er has known a lay, 

Since four full lustrums slow have roll'd away, 

Noone, with candour due, expects to hear 

Soft harmony salute the listening ear. 

Tho’ rude the numbers, yet the theme's refined~~ 

The power of Virtue o’er the human mind, 

To rouse its energies, its views extend, 

Direct its efforts to a noble end, 

While cultivating the luxuriant soil, 

Where sheaves of Science richly pay the toil. 
What's virtue? Not that stern, relentless thing, 

While Greek and Roman bards were wont to sing-- 

Contempt of danger, mockery of death, 

To gain a puff of Adulation’s breath ; 

Synonymous with valour, stoic pride, 

Its highest boast, successful homicide. 

If this were virtue, happy for our kind, 

Had vice alone possess’d the human mind. 

No hero then had been, that scourge of man, 

An Alexander, Cesar, Corsican. 

Shall the mere absence of disgraceful crime, 

Be virtuous ¢éall’d, that epithet sublime ? 

Who would apply the names of heat and light, 

To arctic coldness, or Egyptian night ? 

Pride, avarice, ambition, when combin’d, 

May cause an equilibrium in the mind ; 

As ballane’d powers produce a show of peace; 

And make hostilities awhile to cease ; 

Or elements at bay each other keep, 

And hush wild chaos toa transient sleep. 

Who’s just for pelf, or temperate for fame, 

Deserves no recompense, but loss and shame. 
Virtue’s the stream, that issues pure and clear, 

From the sweet fountain ofa heart sincere ; 

A heart from pride, lust, selfishness refin’d, 
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Assimilated to the Erernat Minn, 

In whom no darkness dwells, but light and love, 
Diffusing good on earth, and joy above. 

From true religion’s stem, on which it grows, 
Virtue, the scion, germinates and blows, 

Scenting the Spring of life with odours sweet, 

And ripening inta fruit for Autumn meet. 


By virtue purifi’d, the soul of youth, 

Pursues, with ardent zeal, the path of truth ; 
More than for hidden treasure, plies the mine 

Of useful knowledge, human and divine ; 

Loathes the dry husks of fiction and romance, 
With all the trash from Germany and France, 

As food too flatulent to satisfy 

A mind, that claims its kindred to the sky. 

Needs such a youth, of fear or shame the force, 
To stimulate his literary course ? 

Far nobler motives actuate his soul, 

Sloth, passion, appetite, and lust, controul, 

He loves to trace the rays of skill divine, 

Which through the vari’d works of nature shine, 
To view the steps Almighty Power has trod, 

And “ look through nature, up to nature’s God ;” 
But most, with metaphysic ken, to seek, 

In that chief product of creation’s week, 

The human mind, in God’s own image wrought, 
The power, the laws, the viewless flight of though 
The faculty of knowing good from ill, 

The exercise, spontaneous, of the will, 

Which freedom give, and man, the creature, bind 
To love and serve the Uncrparep Munp. 
Knowledge the means, his highest end and aim, 
To please his Maker, glorify his name, 

Do good to men, as far as in him lies, 

And aid them in their progress to the skies. 
Genius, by motives prompted, so sublime, 

May swift the steep ascent of science climb, 

In nature’s knowledge with a Newton vie, 
Explore, like Locke, the mind’s philosophy, 

Like Milton, Young or Cowper, strike the lyre, 
Like Edwards, light the shrine with hallow’d fire 
T’ illume the path of pilgrims here below, 

To realms, where holy joys perennial flow. 

Thus Spencer rose, that youth of lovely mien, 
In whom “were genius, candour, meekness seen,” 
From vale of poverty and birth obscure, 
Prompted by principles sublime and pure, ' 

To eminence of knowledge, wisdom, grace, 
Attain’d by few in life’s protracted space, 
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If measured by his deeds, though short his span, 
{t overleap’d the common bounds of man. 


Vice, foe to Science, clouds the mental eye 
With films of prejudice, of jaundice-dye ; 
Sheds poppies o’er the intellectual sense, 
Steeping the soul in drowsy indolence ; i 
Palsies the active energies of will, 1 
While fairy forms the sickly fancy fill, 

And dreams of good and great, which promise fair, 

But tantalize, then vanish into air, 


Why weepest thou, Philander ? Tell thy grief ; 
To vent thy sorrow may afford relief. 

“T had a son—Comely in form the child, 
Of genius bright and disposition mild. 
On him affection yearn’d and hope reli’d 
To honour, cheer and prop life's evening-tide. 
Delusive hope! He left a parent’s roof, 
As fondness ween’d, against temptation proof. 
Scarce had he tasted the Pierian fount, 
Scarce Science’ steep ascent begun to mount ; 
When sons of mirth and folly, wine and song, 
Around him, artless, unsuspecting, throng ; 
First ridicule his soberness away, 
With infidel-suggestions of the day ; 
Next the inebriating draught infuse ; 
Then teach his tongue prophane discourse to use, 
’Gainst sacred names and sacred things to rail, 
Truth sent from heaven, with folly’s shaft’s assail. 
Allur’d in dissipation’s round to reel, 
Reason dethron’d, his conscience turn’d to steel, 
Heedless in the destroyer’s path he’s led, 
Whose steps are death, and hel! her lustful bed, 
To virtue lost, in iudolence and crime, 
He wastes the golden hours of youthful prime. 
Shallow, conceited, ignorant and vain, 
He meanly plods along in dulness’ train. 
With mental energy, his health decays, 
Decrepit, in the morning of his days. 
Extinguish’d by disease the vital flame, 
Death’s dark oblivion shrouds his guilt and shame. 
Though taught to bow, and not ’gainst heaven repine ; 
Say, do not tears become such grief as mine 1” 


Reverse the picture. View that happy pair. 

What sparkling joys their smiling features wear. 
Before them stands the pledge of mutual love, 

The choicest gift received from heaven above— 
The son, who gain’d their hearts, enjoy’d their care, 
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For whom ascended many a fervent prayer. 

His early genius open’d fair and bright, 

Drank dews of grace, and shunn’d of vice the blight. 
Sinners entic’d, but ne’er could gain ascent : 

In search of truth his youthful hours were spent. 
With rapid steps, in wisdom’s path he trod, 

And grew jn fayour, both with man and God. 

Now justly holds, arriv’d at man’s estate, 

His station with the learn’d, the good, the great. 

To do him reverence, hoary heads arise, 

And prattling infants lisp his name, the wise. 
Honours on earth his growing worth attend, 

And peace and joy in heaven await his end, 

On memory’s page, his name shall flourish late, 

Like Howarp the good, or Wasuineroy the great, 


O, then, ye sages, who, with honour due, 

Trace out the steps, which ardent youth pursue ; 
To whom parental hearts the trust confide, 
O’er Science’ sacred temple to preside, 

With firmness, from her consecrated haunt, 

Bid Vice and Infidelity avaunt ! 

No longer from her altars, let arise 

The foul perfume of human sacrifice. 

Her fountains, teaming with Castalian dews, 
With purifying particles infuse, 

Whence streams, like that, which wealth to Egypt yields, 
May wind the vales and fertilize the fields. 
Then from her dome, shall emenate a ray, 

To chase the shades of ignorance away, 


Columbia’s patriots, sages, saints have trod, 


To light her votaries up the shining road, 


Who serv’d their generation and their God. 


— 


ORIGIN OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION, 

“About the year 830, a new and 
famous controversy sprang up, re- 
lating to the holy Eucharist. Pas- 
carius Radbert, abbot of Corbey, 
published a book concerning the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; 
in which he maintained, that after 
the priesthood consecrated the ele- 
ments of bread and wine, nothing 
remained of them but the eter al 
figure, and that under this, the real 
body of Christ was locally present. 
He further affirmed, that this sac- 
ramental body of Christ was the 


very same, that had been born of 
the Virgin, that had suffered upon 
the cross, and that arose from the 
grave. 

This unheard-of doctrine created 
general astonishment: and as it 
was full of the most palpable ab- 
surdity, one would have thought it 
would have been universally explod- 
ed. Yet such was the force of 
sophistry, priestcraft and supersti- 
tion, in those ages of ignorance, 
that it met with many abettors.— 
Novel and ridiculous as the doctrine 
was, the Church of Rome espous- 
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ed and defended it ; till, at last, it 
was established as a fundamental 
article of the Catholic creed. Yet 
there were many, who warmly op- 
posed the introduction of this mon- 
strous tenet. Charles the Bald ap- 
pointed some learned divines to ex- 
amine the subject, and to explain it 
in a just and proper way. This 
order of the Emperor, was execut- 
ed, ina masterly manner, by Jo- 
hannes Scotus, a writer, who sur- 
passed most of his cotempuraries 
in knowledge, perspicuity, and pre- 
cission. He plainly declared, and 
endeavoured, by dear, irrefragable 
arguments, to evince, that the con- 
secrated bread and wine in the Eu- 
eharist, are only signs and symbols 
of the absent body and blood of the 
Lord. Whilst he showed, that 
they were represented solely ia a 
figurative manner by the sacred el- 
ements ; he also pointed out the un- 
answerable objections, which lie 
against the strange doctrine of 
tvansubstantiation.” 


I 


From the Christian Mirror. 
SICK BED DELUSION. 

Mr. Cammings—F or many years 
I have considered sick bed repen- 
tance one of the greatest delusions 
of the age. I here state a matter 
of fact, as follows :—A woman was 
sick with a fever, and when thought 
to be near death she seemed to 
bave clear views of heaven and full 
assurance of her interest in Christ. 
No doubt the fever and medicine 
she took stimulated her nerves, yet 
all considered her save, and had 
she died, she would probably have 
gone out of the would rejoicing. — 
The Clergyman, who attended her 
in sickness, afterwards called upon 
her to learn the state of her mind. 
She observed, that nothing in par- 
ticular had taken place; and was 
agtonished when he related to her 


the views she expressed, her pray- 
ers and conversations and the great 
religious joy she manifested in her 
sickness. She assured him, that 
she had been whelly unconscious 
of every thing of this kind that had 
passed her lips, and that she was 
much in the same state of mind as 
she was before her sickness, which 
was a state of unbelief. When will 
Christians and ministers learn to be 
more cautious in pronouncing a sick 
bed repentance a sound one! Fever, 
medicine, and wines all act on the 
nervous system, and when there is 
such an excitement through the 
whole frame, but little can be 
known of the real state of the pa- 
tient’s mind, whether he be filled 
with high religious joy, or depress- 
ed with fearful forebodings of a mis- 
erable end. It infinitely concerns 
every one in atime of health to 
prepare for sickness and death ; 
and to strive for a pious life through 
the merits of Christ, as a passport 
to heaven without depending ona 
late repentance, or the obituary 
notices of partial friends. 
A WORD IN SEASON. 

N. B. Mr. Editor, would it not 
be well for friends who often give 
us splendid accoants of death-bed 
repentances to add, if such experi- 
euces had eccurred in a time of 
health, and been acted out and sus- 
tained by a pious life, the evidence 
of their regeneration had been less 
equivocal and more satisfactory to 
their friends. A physician of some 
eminence was brought to a death 
bed repentance, and he desired his 
minister to pray for his life, that he 
might have an opportunity to test 
the sincerity of his experience, and 
observed, ‘‘ You know, and I know 
how many are brought to pray, and 
to promise much in sickness, but 
when restored, have lived as bad or 
worse than before.” As death 
appreached, he observed to his 
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minister, ‘*My destiny is fixed; pray 
no more for my life,for an additional 
probation to test the sincerity of my 
conversion—it is right and just that 
my hopes of a happy futurity should 
set in a cloud, after such asad and 
wilful neglect of my eternal con- 
cerns.” 


—— 


Religious sentiments of Leinnirz, 
the German Philosopher. 
From Mr. Nisbet's Ecclesiastical Histo- 
ry, published in 1776. 

“The progress of Arminianism 
has been considerably retarded in 
Germany and Switzerland, in con- 
sequence of the Leibnitian philoso- 
phy, which is there cultivated with 
much care. Leibnitz and Walf 
attack some principles, which are 
the foundation of the Armenian 
scheme ; whilst they give a soften- 
ing to, and gild with a pleasing 
lustre, those that prove a support to 
the Calvinistic doctrine. They 
deny a liberty of indifference, by 
which men may actor not, with, or 
without, or against motives. They 
assert a physical or mechanical ne- 
cessity, which regulates the mate- 
rial morld according to certain fix- 
ed Jaws, and a spiritual and moral 
necessity, by which rational and 
intelligent beings are actuated.— 
They consider the universe as one 
grand system, created and govern- 
ed in such a manner, as to answer 
the original idea and design of De- 
ity—that partial evil may issue in 
general good—that the perfection 
of the whole results from number- 
less inferior combinations and con- 
trasts apparently irregular; and 
that this will be the illustrious 
event and establishment of things, 
at the conclusion of the grand dra- 
ma of nature, in the ultimate and 
glorious arrangement of the works 
of God. 


For the Hopkiusian Magazine. 
QUESTION. 
What is meant by the First Res- 
urrection—Revelation, xx. 5, 6. 
An answer would probably in- 
struct, and certainly, gratify, 
ENQUIRER. 
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MISSIONARY RB®INFORCEMENTS. 

The Monthly Concert in Park- 
street Church, last Monday even- 
ing, was rendered unusually inter- 
esting, by the presence of six per- 
sons, who have devoted themselves 
to missionary service, and were 
about to leave Boston for the scenes 
of their future labours. The Cor- 
responding Secretary read the in- 
structions of the, Prudential Com- 
mittee, and they were commended 
to the God of missions in prayer, 
by Rev. Drs. Jenks and Beecher. 
Rev. Cyrus Stone and wife, from 
Marlborough, N. H. and Miss Far- 
rar, formerly of the same place, but 
recently resident in Boston, with 
Rev. David O. Allen from Prince- 
ton, Mass. and his wife from West- 
minster, Mass. are destined to re- 
inforce the mission at Bombay.— 
Mr. John Elliot, of Newcastle, Me. 
goes out as a teacher among the 
Tuscaroras in New-York. Mr. 
Elliot left town on Wednesday. 
Those going to Bambay embarked 
on Tuesday last, in the Emerald, 
Capt. Heard, bound to Calcutta. 
Mr. Stone was ordained a year 
since, and expected to have gone 
out last autumn, had Providence 
opened the way. Mr. Allen was 
lately ordained at Westminster. 
The prayers of many will ascend, 
that the God of the sea will make 
their way plain, and bring them te 
their desired haven. The bereay- 
ed mission at Bombay has become 
weak, and extremely needs these 
and other additional labourers. 
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KENTUCKY “ NEW-LicHTs,” 
“STONEITES.” 

“Tn the year 1803, the sect that 
has been known by the name ‘New- 
Lights,’ or ‘Stoneites,’ had their or- 
igin in Kentucky. They assumed 
the name of the ‘ Church of Christ,’ 
or ‘Christian Church. They 
contended that all creeds and con- 
Fessions ought to be rejected; and 
the Bible, without any comment, 
or explanation, acknowledged as 
the only bond of union and church 
fellowship among Christians. At 
first they united under what they 
called a ‘presbytery,’ but finding 
it extremely difficult to suppress 
the idea that they themselves were 
a ‘party separate from others,’ they 
concluded that ‘they were off the 
foundation,’ and in about nine 
months their presbytery was dis- 
solved. 

‘$‘In the spring of 1805, three 
Shakers from Lebanon, N. York, 
arrived in Kentucky, and found 
the fields white for thefr harvest.’ 
In a few months after this, three of 
the leaders of the ‘ New-Lights,’ or 
* Christian Church, viz. Matthew 
Huston, Richard M’Nemar, and 
John Dunlavy, with a large portion 
of their followers, embraced the 
doctrines of the Shakers, and they 
are now leaders in the Shaker Es- 
tablishments in the Western coun- 
try. Two others of the leaders of 
the ‘ New-Lights’ returned to the 
ehurch from which they had de- 
pene and the remaining one, 

r. W. Stone, is now at the head 
ofthe Unitarian sect im the west.” 

Western Luminary. 

Converted Jews.—A_ correspon- 
dent of the London Jews’ Society 
states, that in Berlin, Prussia, in 
the year ending February, 1826, 
above one hundred persons of the 
Jewish persuasion had renounced 
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Judaism, and professed Christian- 
ity. 


apostle of Christianity, is hereafter 
to be under the patronage of the 
London Jews’ Society. 


Rev. Joseph Wolff, that zealous 


The London Missionery Society 
have appointed six new Missiona- 
ries, and assigned them their fields 


of labour. 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


1827. March 7. Ordained, Rev. Ons 
Pearson, as pastor of the Con. Church, 
Kingston, N. H. Sermon by Rev. “Mr. 
Ingraham, of Bradford, Mass. 

1827. March @1. Installed, Rev. 
Samven Sprino, as pastor of the North 
Church, Hartford, Cen. Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Spring of New-York. 

1827. May 23. Ordained, Rev. Da 
vip Pace Smirn, as pastor of the Con. 
Church in Sandwich, N.i1. Sermon by 
Rev, Mr. Eastmén of Befhuen, Mass. 
from 2. Tim. 4. 5. 

1827. May 23. Installed, Rev. Enr- 
NEzER Co_MAN, as pastor of the Co 
Church in Swanzey, N.H. Sermon by 
Rev. Mr, Barstow of Keene. 

1827. May 16. Ordained, Rev. J. FE. 
Bray, as pastor of a Con. Church in 
Canterbury, Con. Sermon by Rev 
Mr. Taleatt of Warren, from ist Cor 
ii, 2. 

1827. . May 23. Ordained, Rev. 
Raura S, Cemrran, as pastor of the 
Con, Church in South Woodstock, Con. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Hotchkiss of Say- 
brook. 

1827. May 23. Installed, Rev. Et- 
pap W. GoopMman, as pastor of the 
Con. Church in Springfield, Vt. Ser- 
mon by Rev. P. Cook, of Ackworth, 
N. H. 

1827. June 5. Ordained, at Wor- 
thington, Con. Rev. WALTER CoLTon, 
as an Evangelist. 

1827. June 6. Ordained, Rev. Sam- 


, VEL C. JacKxson, as pastor of the West 


Con. Church in Andover, Mass, Sermon 
by Rev. Prof. Stewart. 

1827. June 7. Ordained, Rev. Rop- 
weY A. Miter, as pastor of the Ist 
Con. Church in Worcester, Mass, Ser- 
mon by Rev. W. Fay. 





